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For the Gospel Herald, 


The scriptures of truth were written by holy 
mea, who spake and wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit of God. His Holy Spirit spake 
vi spiritual things, and unless spiritually under- 
stood, we will misunderstand them. The Literal 
understanding of the scriptures of truth, ofttimes 
converts them into such absurdities and contra- 
dictions, that many are induced to disbelieve their 
Divine authority altogether. Thus, by the letter of 
scripture, the church of Rome proves herself to be 
the true Christian church, against which the gates 
of hell shall not prevail; that she is founded on the 
rock, Peter ;—that none are saved out of the pale 
of the church; that all other denominations of Chris- 
tians are heretics from the truth; that sheis the 
pillar and ground of truth, and cannot err in mat- 
ters of truth, &c. She proves, also, that the bread 
and wine in the last supper of our Lord, and in their 
mass, are the real flesh and blood of Jesus Christ, 
which was broken on the cross of wood, before his 
body was hung on the crucifix, 

This literal method of understanding the scrip- 
tures of Holy Inspiration has produced the Calvin- 
istic, the Rellyan, and other sectarian doctrines of 
election of a few, and damnation of millions. Ought 
not this literal method of explaining the scriptures 
to be superseded by that of the Spirit ™ 

The Editor in support of his doctrine, bravely 
handles the words of scripture literally, as a keen 
edged sword, to hew down all opposers. It ap- 
however, that he cannot support the doc- 
wine of Universal, and Unconditional salvation 
without adopiug the belief of the pre-existence of 
souls, and the nun-free-agency of mankind ; he has 
therefore added these two tenets. Thus, his doc- 
irinal stool, on which he occasionally sits, has three 
legs, unconditional salvation, pre-existence of souls, 
and non-free-agency. At present he sits on it, as 
the Priestess of Apollo sat on her tripod, inflated 
with her God to utter oracles; and labours so skilful- 
ly, ingeniously, and industriously, and bruises his 
opponents so severely, that I am ready to tremble 
at my destiny for presuming to try the stability of 
two legs of his tripod. 

And Ist. Free-agency. Sin arose from Adam and 
Eve’s abuse of free-agency. Nothing buta free- 
agent appears capable of committing sin. For the 
sword or bullet that assassinates does not sin; nor is 
it accountable for the murder it commits. Why 
not? Beeause it has no intellect, no free-will, nor 
free-agency. Can a maniac be justly accountable 
for sin? No! Why not? Because his will and intel- 
lect is deranged to such a degree, that he is jrra- 
tional, and incapable of free-agency, and free 
choice. He is mentally forced, and diseased. He 
is not accountable, for he is nota free-agent. It 
has been acknowledged that Adam was created in 
the image or Spirit of God, and made a free-agent. 
He was free to abide in the image and Spirit of 
God, and to feed on the bread of the tree of life, 
or depart from that Spirit and Image, and partake 
of the tree of worldly knowledge of good and 
evil, belonging to this animal life. He chose the 
latter; and in the same day died te all good from 
above, to live in all evil below. That is, he died 
spiritually and lived animally ; having cast himself 
vut of Paradise into the worldly nature. Hence the 


[rer bid, 


* We took the liberty te expunge a sentence, which 
commenced this paragraph. And we leave it to the con- 
science of the writer,to determine whose motives were 
most pure, he in writing, or we in striking it out / 





origin of sin is properly derived from a free-agent’s 
transgression of the law of God. 
God had never created a free-agent, sin could never 
have come into existence ; for none but free-agents 


ever did, or ever can criminally and penaily coumit | 
For if I am inevitably compelled to do an) 


sin. 
act, whether good or evil, itis not | that do it, but 
the power that compels me to be a mere instru 
ment in his hand. Hence none but free-agents are, 
or can be accountable for their actions; and Lence, 
every Ove is a free-agent at the time he commits a 
sin, otherwise he never could have penally sinned. 
Consequently, all sinners have been free-agents. All 
men are sinners, according to the Editor's belief; 
yet he denies that any of Adam’s poste: ity are 
free-agents ; then it follows, that none of Adam’s 
posterity have ever sinned ; how then can he prove 
that all men are sinners, and that Paul, after lis call 
to the apostleship, was the chief of them. I answer, 
by the pre-eristence of souls, which is the next leg 
of his tripod. 

Isay 2d. Pre-eristence of souls: for he supposes 
that the souls of all men, past, present, and to 
come, (an innumerable host!) were created when 
God created all things in six days, and all very 
good; consequently, nothing bas (in agreement 
with this idea) been created since. A writer in the 
Gospel Herald wished to know in what place these 
souls pre-existed, and what has occupied their at- 
tention. 1 will answer, if the Editor pieases, that, 
(supposing the Presbyterian catechism is true,) all 
souls pre-existed in ddam when he sinned, and 
were in him before his fall. For it says, ‘ We sin- 
ned in hin and fell with him in his first transgres- 
sion. But how wonderfully! O how inconceiva- 
bly small! must all souls have been, to have had 
their habitations in one man’s body !!! Yet small as 
they were, they must have had understanding, will, 
and free-agency ; and have participated in Adam’s | 
temptation, sin and death. “ Asin Adam all die, 
(i. e. then died ;) so in Christ we shall all be made | 
alive,’ [i e. was made alive) is a text quoted to con- | 
firm this. Granting this to be true,these pre-existin 
souls must have been damued, [I conclude} until 
Christ made them alive, about 4000 years after- 
ward; when all souls (in conformity to the Editor's 
opinion) were drawn unto, and into Christ at the 
time he was lifted up on the crucifix. I hope Ido not 
misapprehend,for I do notintend to misrepresent the 
Editor’s ideas in my observations. And as I believe 
ido not,I am reflecting upon the infinite minute- 
ness of all the pre-existent octillions of souls in- 
habiting the body and soul of Adam. And how 
astonishing it is, that they all knew what Adan 
was tempted to do; and consented to his iniquity, 
and consequently incurred and deserved the same 
punishment. 

But I deny that all things were created about 
six thousand years ago, for the scriptures speak of 
the creation ot things since that period. ‘Thus Ps. 
cil. 18, the Psalmist says, * this shall be written for 
the generations to come,and the people which shall 
be created shall praise thee.’ This very cleatly inti- 
mates that the generations to come were to be 
created. And tocorroborate this, the Psalmist de- 
scribes his natural generation as acreation of his 
members in succession; saying, Lord, * Thou hast 
covered me in my mother’s womb—for I am feartul- 
ly and wonderfully made; my substance was vot hid 
from thee, when | was made in secret. 


book all my members were written,whieh in continu 

ance were lashioned, when as yet there was none of 
them.’ Ps. exxxix. 13 to 16. He speaks also of the 
Divine birth as anew creation; saying, ‘ create in 
me, O God, a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Paul supports this idea where he says, 
‘We are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works.’ Ephes. ii. 10. ‘ For in Christ 


If, therefore, | 


; Thine eyes | 
did see my substance,yet being imperfect; and in thy | 


Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing nor 
uneircumeision, but the mew creature” Gal.vi 15. 
|'Dhis new ercature is a new creation. Then old 
}ibings pass away and all things become new.’ 2 
Cor. v. 17. That creation was not ended with the 
six days creation is proved by Job xxxi. 15. * Did 
| uot he that made me in the wowb make him ?’ See 
jalso Isa. xliv. 2. Jer. xxxi. 22. Matthew i. 17. Isaiah 
ixv. 17.2 Maceab. vii. 22. Indeed,lice were created, 
when * Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod 
and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice 
jin manand beast; and all the dust of the land be- 
| came lice,’ &c. Ex.viii, We may as well believe that 
all grasses and trees, avimalcules, and elephants, 
and all living things that ever were or will be, were 
created in the six days creation, as that all souls 
were then created. In this way we shall believe in 
the pre-existence of every vegetable and animal 
production, from the commencement of creation to 
the termination of the world.  Agreeably with 
this idea, all the oak-trees that have been, or ever 
will be, must have existed in the original oak or 
parent tree.* The like may be said of every other 
thing that has animal, or vegetable life. How small, 
how astonishingly minute must those apimalcules 
have been, that the aggregate of millions and per- 
haps more was contained in their first parent!!! 

i think, Mr. Editor, that you must be convinced 
from what | have said, that two legs of the tripod 
are broken; that the von-free-agency is erroneous ; 
and the pre-existence of souls preposterous ; that 
the third leg, unconditional salvation, is incapable of 
supporting yourself, or the stool, being itself much 
injured and disabled by the loss of its fellows. I 
hope, however, to have the pleasure of seeing you 
reinstated on the seal, by replacing it with good 
| and substantial legs,such as shall not again be broken 
by the feebie efforts of your friend, 

REPREHENSOR. 
REMARKS. 


OF the first paragraph of Reprehensor’s commu 
(nication, if the premises coutained in it are true, 
we say, that the Church of Rome has better au- 
thority for their errors, than our modern Arminians 
have for theirs. We think, however, this might be 
questioned ; but not being introduced particularly 
as a fact, which can to areasonable mind militate 
against the faith we advocate, we pass it by. 
Reprehensor’s second paragraph commences 
with the following— This literal method of under- 
standing the Scriptures of Holy Inspiration, has pro- 
duced the Calvinistic,the Rel/yan,and other sectarian 
doctrines of election of a few, and damnation of mil- 
lions. Ought not this literal method of explaining the 
Scriptures, to be superseded by that of the Spirit ?'} 


{ 
} 
} 








* By Leuwenhock’s enumeration, a female codfish 
had above nine millions of eggs in ber, Let us postu- 
late that each egg of the first codfish bad a perfect cod- 
fish inembryo,; that each embryo codfish had, also, in 
this first codfish, its several nine million of eggs with 
their embryotic codfish; and su on, in arithmetical 
proportion tor all the generation of fishes that ever was 
or shall be ; and this incalculable number of codfish that 
must have been in that first female, and the infinite 
minuteness of the last generation in her, obviously de- 
moustrate the folly of this postulate 1 know Paul 
said that Levi was im the loins of Abraham, and paid 

tithes in Abrabam to Melchisedeck But 1 cannot be- 
| lieve that Levi's body or soul, literally speaking, was in 
Abraham’s lous. It bas ceriainly » more rational meaning; 
aud | would be pleased to have it better illustrated. 





| Our readers will please to notice the admirable con- 

| sistency of Reprehensor; who pretends the literal un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures damns millions: and ac- 

cuses us, of ‘handling the Scriptures literally’ to prove 

the salvation of all! Now we have an infallible guide, 

to the true understanding of the Seriptures, in the de- 

claration of Jesus, the Saviour; who declared, ‘Man 

shall not live by bread alone; but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.—And the words 
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This is the first time we ever heard of a ‘ Rellyan 
doctrine of clection, which damned millions” We 
think Reprehensor is mistaken. 

His third paragraph represents us, as adding two 
tenets—the ‘ pre-eristence of souls,’ and the * mon- 
Sree-agency of mankind” and he says, we * can- 
not support the doctrine of Universal and uncon- 
ditional salvation without them,’ &e. We inform 
Reprehensor, that these two tenets were connected 
with the truth long before he was born. 
sider these ‘two tenets’ to be truth; we, therefore, 
contend for the truth. Reprehensor represents us 
as sitting on our doctrinal stool, or tripod, and at the 
conclusion of his communication, erulls in the idea 
of having broken tivo, out of the three legs, of our 
tripod. oa we have no objection to humour the 
conceit ; we therefore, declare, that we will oppose 
the remaining leg against all the arguments he cau 
bring, and prove the final happiness of the whole 
race of Adam! 
pretensions. And, relative to his fourth paragraph, 
we have only to say, that Reprehensor has refuted 
himself! The intelligent oalee will see this with- 
out showing! Of his fifth paragraph, we remark, 
Reprehensor quoting Paul’s declaration,—‘ As in 
Adam all die,even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive, says, * Granting this to be true,’ Ke. Was 
Reprehensor aware of the meaning of the words 
he used? * Granting this lo be true! Does the 
truth of the Scriptures depend upoo the courtesy 
of Reprehensor ? We think not. 

Reprehensor in his sixth paragraph, having intro- 
duced several passages from the Scriptures, and 
condescendingly, we presume, granted them to be 
true, (at least, we suppose it, he not mentioning any 
thing to the contrary,) we shall notice them, &e. 
He commences, by saying, ‘But J deny that all 
things were created about six thousand years ago, 
for the Scriptures speak of the creation of things 
since that period. ‘Thus in Psalm cii. 18. ‘This 
shall be written for the generations to come, and 
the people which shall be created shall praise thee.’ 
We request Reprehensor to bear in mind, that 
when he commenced, he was of opinion that a sptr- 
itual understanding of the scriptures was sometimes 
necessary. We think so too. And we believe, 
that spiritually understood, they are consistent and 
harmonize. We shall take the liberty to explain the 
Scriptures, by the Scriptures. In other words,— 
We shall examine, and admit the explanations 
which the inspired writers themselves give. See 
Kecles. i. 4.9, 10, &c. * Generation passeth away, 
and generation cometh ; but the earth abideth for- 
ever. The thing that hath been, it is hat which 
shall be; and that which is done, is that which 
shall be done, and there is no new thing under the 
sun. Is there any thing whereof it may be said, 
See, this is new? [It hath been already of old time, 
which was before us’ Reprehensor may apply 
this literally to the bodies (generations) of men, or 
spiritually to their souls, or both. We freely give 
him his choice ! Now, let David speak. We first 
premise, however, that our correspondent believes 
in the existence of the soul, after the death (passing 
away of the generation) of the body. This grant- 
ed, and we presume lie cannot deny it, and we ask 
no favours. Now, let David speak for himself See 
verse 3. ‘For my days are consumed like smoke.’ 
See 11, 12 verses ‘My days are like a shadow 
that declineth; and Jam withered like grass. But 
thou, O Lord, shalt endure (experience oe change, 
forever.” We ask, is the soul of David in existence? 
This must be answered io the affirmative. Was the 
days, or generation of David, the soul of David? 
if so, when the days, or generation of David, was 
consumed and withered, his soul was consumed 
and withered! David proceeds—* When the Lord 
shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory, v 
16. ‘This shall be written for the generations to 
come ; and the people which shall be created shall 
a the Lord. For he hath looked down from th 
wight of his sanctuary; from heaven did the 
Lord behold the earth; to hear the groaning of the 
prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death 





that I speak unto you, they are spiril, and they are life.’ 
They, therefore, who construe the Seriptures {o the des- 
‘ruction of the souls of menu, know nothing about them ' 
Let this be remembered! 


We con- | 


We, however, shall examine his | 
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to declarelthe name of theLord in Zion,and his praise , one leg! Beprehensor was so obliging as to ‘ beg the 


in Jerusalem; when the people are gathered (created) | 
together, and the treet = to serve the Lord.’—, 
We ask, When was this? We answer, See 16 v. | 
'* When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall ap- | 
pear in his glory.’ Then his praise shall be in Je- 
rusalem. When? * When the people are tad 
together, and the kingdoms to serve the Lord.’— 
Te words created and gathered are used in the same | 
sense, by the prophet, and are, therefore, converti- 
_ble terms, and explanatory of the subject treated 
of Reprehensor continues---‘ This very clearly 
| intimates that the generations to come were to be 
created---and to corroborate this, the Psalmist des- 
|ecribes his natural generation as a creation of his 
members,’ &c. Quere. What has this to do with 
‘the soul? Keprehensor continues— He speaks also 
| of the divine birth as a news creation ; saying, * Cre- 
,ate in me, O God, a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within me.’ We observe, the words create 
and renew are here convertible terms. And we 
,ask, flow can a thing be said to be renewed, which 
‘had no previous existence ? Reprehensor continues, 
|‘ Paul supports this idea, when he says, ‘We are 
his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good 
| works.’ Ephes. ii. 10. ‘For in Christ Jesus nei- 
ther circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncireum- 
cision, but the new creature.” Gal. vi. 15. This 
| new creature is a new creation. Then old things 
ass away and all things become new. 2 Cor. v. 19.’ 
teader, Reprehensor has quoted these passages to 
prove that the soul did not exist, or have a being, 
before the body. Now we shall prove by these very 
passages that it had. You will please to notice, 
that all this new creation is in Christ, and Paul’s au- 
| thority in this matter is admitted by Reprehensor ; 
we have only to remark, that the same Paul said, 
‘As in /Idam all die, even so [precisely] in Christ 
shall all be made alive!’ Now, whatever Repre- 
hensor makes this life, which he describes as a new 
creation, to be, it will be precisely to the extent of 
the death in Adam. And if Reprehensor can prove 
that the death in Adam was nothing at all, he will 
then prove that the new creatson in Christ is nothing 
at all, likewise! If Reprehensor will examine the 
original, he will find that the new creation is a re- 
cweneration of our nature in Christ. And if he will 
examine his own language, ‘Then old things pass 
away, and all things become new,’ he will find that 
it is the old things which become new ! 

Reprehensor continues— That creation was not 
ended with the six days creation, is proved by 
Job xxxi. 15.‘ Did not he that made me in the 
womb make him? (We add the remainder— And 
did not one fashion us, &c. The word make and 
fashion, are here convertible terms. There was no- 
thing created in the sense Reprehensor would have 
it; but fashioned, moulded and built‘up, Kc.) See 
also Isaiah xliv. 2’ We quote this with pleasure. 
* Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and formed 
thee from the womb.’ Now we acknowledge that 
every thing belonging to, and constituting the being 
of man, was produced originally by God; bot mark 
the phraseology—‘ and for..ed thee,’ &c. His next 
quotation, Jere. xxxi. 22. ‘For the Lord hath | 
created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall | 
compass a man ;’ when he defines the thing created, | 
we pledge ourselves to prove it to be something | 
beside the soul! His alludiag to Matt. i. 17. is a se- 
cret. We see no analogy between that and the 
subj -eturderdiseussion. His quotation from Isa. | 
Ixy. 17. Is the regeneration, or restoring of all} 
things in Christ. The remarks we made on his | 
quotations from Paul, are applicable here, and we) 
think, are more than sufficient. Of his reference 
to Maceab. we remark, our Bible is complete with- 
out it. Of the dust becoming lice, we remark—If' 
Aaron had produced lice without the dust, we should | 
have no objection to his making use of the word 
creation ! 

Reprehensor says, ‘ We may as well believe that 
all grasses and trees, animalcules, and elephants, aud 
all living things that ever were or will be, were 
created in the sir days creation, as that all souls 
were then created, &e. Now we inform Repreher 
sor, that we could have ‘ made a long story short,’ 
and should have done it, had it not been for our 














wish to convince him that our tripod could stand on 





question,’ or in other words, accommodated us » ith 
a creed to his own liking, and then maniully at. 
tempted to demolisti it! Reader, has he effected pis 
purpose? Relative to our present mode of exis. 
tence, we consider the body in its relative connexion 
with the soul, as a house isto the body. This 
tabernacle oi clay will be dissolved , but we have an 
house not made (no creation here!) with hands, 
eternal in the heavens! In the language of inspira- 
tion, we say, ‘ Lord, thou hast been our dwelling 
place in all generations. Berore the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the 
earth and the world, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, thou God! Thou turnest man (the clay 
tabernacle) to destruction ; and sayest, Return, (be 
renewed, restored,) ye children of men!’ (Not the 
soul. See 1 Cor. xv. 51 to 58.) Of grasses and 
trees, the scripture declares, ‘ Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, the fruit tree 
yielding fruit alter his kind, whose seed is in itself. 
And the earth continues to bring (that which was 
created) forth, not create. Relative to making, 0; 
creating elephants, we think there is not a very 
close analogy between an elephant and the soul of 
man; aud we are quite willing Reprehensor should 
make, or create as many elephants as he pleases 
We, however, are of opnion, that the Creator ori- 
ginally gave nature reproductive powers : (not pew- 
er to creale) to reproduce that, which he at first pro 
duced. (Created.) 

Relative to ‘ Leuwenhock’s enumeration,’ and 
Reprehensor’s * postulate,’ there may be much * fol- 
ly’ in beth, for we aught know; still we see very 
little analogy between a ‘ codfish’ and the soul o: 
man! 

Reprehensor in concluding, observes—‘ I think, 
Mr. kditor, that you must be convinced from what 
I have said, that two legs of your tripod are broken, 
&e. Now we think, Mr. Reprehensor, that our 
tripod is whole, your elephants and lice to the cou- 
trary notwithstanding; and will remain so, unless if 
is assailed by an opponent who can wield a weapon 
more furmidable than a ‘ cedfish,’ or her * eggs.” 

Note. Reprehensor has made a liberal use of the 
term ‘ free-agent.’ We should be gratified, if le 
would inform us what chapter and verse contains 
this term. We suggest to him the propriety of in- 
quiring, what constitutes an agent; and whether the 
term free, means free, or bound? The scriptures 
declare, of man, that * In God he lives, moves, and 
has his being; and in him are all his ways” An 
agent is ove who acis for another. There is a cove- 
nant, or agreement entered into, and the agent is 
bound to fulfil his contract; then, the empioyer is 
bound to compensate him. In this case, the agent 
is not free ; for he isbound by a covenant. If men 
lived, moved, and had their being in themselves, 
they would be free! But they would not be agents, 
unless they covenanted with a second person; then 
they would not be free, for their covenant would 
bind them! ‘There is, therefore, as much propricty 
in saying * free-agent, as there would be in saying 
* free-slave,’ and no more! bor the agent is as much 
bound by his covenant, as ihe galley slave with his 
hein; and of the two, we think his chain the 
most galling, since the whip would chastise the 
siave aithe oar, and eternal damnation the slave io 
(his MONSTER IN ORTHODOXY! 


owen ane 


Ty the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Mr. Epiror—I was not a little surprised on be- 
ing informed not long since, that a composition of 
mine was published in one of the Numbers of the 
Herald. 1 have reference to the piece signed Ama- 
tor Veritatis in No 27 0f your paper. This piece 
was written as a grammar school exercise, and 
handed to a friend for perusal; who transmitted it 
to you without either my koowledge or consent. 
My astonishment was increased on reading your 
remarks relating to my situation and standing in 
seciety, which are wholly without foundation. 1 
am notastudent at divinity;nor am I under the 
particular instruction of the Presbyterian clergy- 
man of Morristown. Iam no more under bis tui- 
tion than any other member of his church. Itis 
but a few months since I left my trade, and entered 








the grammar school of this place, where I am now 
engaged in the study of the Latin. Equally with- 
out foundation, is your suspicion of my having as- 
sistance in this production. He whom you suspected 
never read it until after its publication. I in justice to 
him and the cause of truth, have thought it my duty 
to make this explanation; and to request you to in- 
sert it in the Herald. I would not be understood as 
charging you with intentional misrepresentation ; I 
presume you have said no more than was told you. 
But you have published what is false, and therefore, 
as an honest man I expect you immediately to 
rectify it. 

I do feel sorry, Sir, that a school-boy’s exercise 
should have given youso much labour and trouble, 
as to fill a great part of three papers with an an- 
swer. I think, Sir, that it will be very difficult for 
you to convince any, excepting those who have a 
desire to indulge in iniquity, and therefore wish that 
what you have said might be correct. That a sen- 
timent so unreasonable is correct, as that of ima- 
gining that the Courtesan whose life is devoted to 
prostitution, shall leave this world to enjoy eternal 
bliss—that the drunkard, who devotes himself to 
the worship of Bacchus alone, at last shall sing the 
praises of the Lamb—that the duelist, from the 
tield of combat soars aloft to rest in a world of 
glory—that the scoffer, whose last breath is employ- 
ed in blaspheming, shall be conducted from this 
vale of tears to a land of endless felicity—In short 
that the most vile characters, whose malignancy to 
the character of God continues till the last, shail be 
fur ever blessed. Before this can be believed, we 
shall be obliged wilfully to blind our eyes, and to 
disregard the word of God, which says, concerning 
our race when their day of probation is past, ‘He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he that is 
filthy, let him be filthy still; and be that as righteous, 
let him be righteous still; and he that is holy,let him 
be holy still. Rev. xxii. 11. As for entering into a 
controversy, 1 do not feel disposed to engage in a 
discussion of it. I feel perfectly willing to leave it 
where Christ leaves it. ‘ He that believeth shall be 
saved; he that believeth not shall be damned.’ 

Please to publish this letter in your next paper ; 
vod as you have been so kind as to send the other 
numbers out, please to send me the one you publish 
this in. Your’s, &e. 

Ma, Epitron,— 

I do not wisi you to publish my communication 
except you have word from me to do it; Inow 
thiok of writing auvother to take the place of it. A 
recent conversation with Mr. has led me to 
think that as full an explanation has not been given 
as might have been. 

Your's 
Amator VERITATIS. 
N.B. 

Siuce writing the above, I have learned fron: a 
conversation With the person who transmitted the 
piece ia question to you, that he was led to think 
by the manner in which it was written, and some- 
thiag that was said prior to the time it was handed 
to hun, that I intended it for publication. Yet 
in this maoner I have wrote several of my aca- 
demic exercises that 1 never had the least idea 
of appearing before the public, which then was un- 
known to him. As to what had been said, he re- 
quested me to prove, if 1 could, that the idea of a 
Universal restitution is erroneous. He said if | 
would write, he would have it published. I de- 
cli.ed writing for publication; but at the same 
ume told him, { could easilymake it appear by many 
passages of Scripture, that the before-mentioned 
doctrine is incorrect. Afterwards, I left my pro- 
duciion at his house for his own use, not expecting 
it to appear in public print. Yet still had he insist- 
ed on its publication, | believe | should have con- 
sented, but should not have expected to have en- 
gaged in a controversy; for in my present situation 
I have no time to devote to that purpose. Mr, 
says, that he not remembering that I declined, con- 
sidered the piece for publication, and theretore took 
it in, without mentioning the thing to me. J in the 
mean time, willingly gave up the idea of its being 
published; for it was not written with a view of 
enteriug into a controversy. Mr. bas further 








informed me, that the erroneous representation 
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concerning my standing in society, was given 
}through a misiake; and that he understood it so 
from what he had heard others say. I would have 
you understand, Sir, that this is written for a fur- 
ther explanation,and not for a contradiction of any 
| thing that has been said before. Since my piece 
has been published and answered, though it was 
unexpected to me, had the answer been calm rea- 
soning, instead of railing, I believe I should have 
replied to your queries and then ended, for reasons 
before assigned. 

Sirn,— 

I wrote to you not to publish the communication 
which you have in possession, unless you should 
receive word from me to do it. I now request 
you to publish it immediately; and the N. b. in 
connexion with it, which I think, will answer as 
well as a bew Communication. 

I am your’s in haste, 
Amator VeRITATIS, 


REMARKS. 


It was observed by a distinguished writer, that 
‘a man’s pretensions are the standard by which the 
world generally judge of his merit.’ In the case in 


from his language in the communication alluded to, 
were, we think, as much as a man could reasonably 
pretend to; and that he promised more, than any 
man we ever saw could perform! ‘ My design (said 
he) in the following remarks, is, to show the tncor- 
rectness of the principles of those termed Universal- 
ists,” &e. And in his N. B. he says, speaking of 
his conversation, &c. ‘but at the same time told 
him, that J could easily make it appear by many pas- 
sages of Scripture that the before mentioned doc- 
trine is incorrect.” Whether he now pleads his situ- | 
ation, and claims the appellation of school-boy, from | 
acunviction of having jfatied in his attempt, we | 
shall not presume to say! Finding theretore, that 
Amator Veritatis deals altogether in pretensions, 
we shall examine some of them, and dimiss the sub- 
ject. 

And first. We believe him to be sincere, when 
he pretends he is sorry on account of the length of 
our remarks on his first communication! Our an- 
swer, however, instead of ‘filing a great part of 
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proved their self-righteousness! His declaration 
is positive, that Aarlots should enter ; and that, be- 
Jore these great pretendirs to goodness. The 
school-boy coutinues— Before this can be believed, 
we shall be obliged wilfully to blind our eyes, and 
to disregard the word of God, which says, coneern- 
ing our race when their day of probation is past, 
‘he that is unjust, let him be unjust still,’ &e. If 
| he believed the declaration, see Rev. xxii. 18, ‘If 
any man shall add unto these things, God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book,’ in the sense he pretends he does, 
we think he would not have wilf/wly perverted, 
and added unto it, in the manner he has done. 
Can he produce the word of God, which speaks of 
the ‘ probation of our race being past,’ and applies 
the words he has quoted to them? We have re- 
j cently had this subject under consideration, in ou 
| 37th Number; and as we are requested to forward 
this Number, we shall forward that likewise, direct- 
ed to Amator Veritatis,ac. We inform him, howe- 
| ver,that with the exception of the regular Numbers 
forwarded to our Subscribers, we sent none to 
| Morristown. We likewise inform him, that we are 
also willing ‘ to leave it where Christ leaves it. ‘ He 








question we had no evidence of the qualifications | that believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth 
of the writer, Amator Veritatis, which equalled his not shall be damued.’ 
own pretensions; and which, if we are to judge | Universalists believe ald that be does (of the truth] 


We also inform: him, that 


‘and a great deal more truth! consequently, how- 
ever;he may dispose of others, he will be obliged 
to admit the truth of their salvation on his own pre- 
mises ! 

_ Relative to our mistake respecting his ‘ standing 
in society,’ he says, ‘1 am not a student at divinity,’ 
te; and that the communication published in our 
27th Number, ‘ was written as a grammar school ex- 
ercise;’ Sc. Weassure him, we never supposed 
he was studying divinity ; although from his style 
and manner of reasoning, we thought it very like- 
ly he might be under the tuition of the Presbyterian 
clergyman at Morristown. And although he says, 
‘In this manner | have written several of my gram- 
mar school exercises,’ we are quite willing to be- 
lieve he has no intention to become a clergy man ; 
and that he is not under the tuition of a clergyman. 
Now, we seriously advise him, instead of spending 
his time in these ‘grammar schol exercises,’ to 
devote that part of it at least, and as much more as 
is convenient, to the unprejudiced study and exam- 











three papers,’ would not occupy one! And the 
recollection, that it is ouly to the wise, that ‘a word 
is sufficient, will account for the length of it. In 
his N. B. he pretends, that had our * answer been | 
calm reasoning instead of railing, he believes he | 
should have replied,’ &c. Now it is our opinion, | 
that to declare the truth, does nut necessarily make | 
the person who declares itarader. The following, | 
from his second paragraph, we tear will subject him | 
to the charge, io the opinion of the sober and well 
informed part of the community. Namely— 1. 
think, Sir, that it will be yery difficult fur you to 
convince any, excepting those who have a desire to 
indulge in iniquity, and therefore, wish that what | 
you have said might be correct. That a sentiment 
sv unreasonabje is correct, as that of imagining 
that acourlesen, whose life is devoted to prostitu- | 
tion, shail jeave this world to enjoy eterval bliss, 
Se. &e. We shall not call this railing ouly, but 
SLANDER! We ask this sehool-boy;—You have 
said, that millions of your brethren, of Adam’s race, 
will be endlessly miseruble;—do you wish'that which 
you have said might be correct?’ if you do, we! 
shall leave it for your conscience in your sober mo- | 
ments to tell you in emphatic language your name ! 
We wish that the sentiments We advocate * ungut 
be correct ;’ for aniuspired apostle has assured us, 
that we may approach the throne of God with this 
wishin our mouth, which he says ‘is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, | 
who will have all men to be saved, and come to the | 
knowledge of the truth!’ Our Divine Kedeewer, | 
whens on earth, declared to the Pharisees of that | 
day, that ‘ publicans and harlots should enter the , 
kingdom of heaven before them.’ Christ did nut 
tell the Pharisees that it was impossible for harlots 
ever to enter the kingdom of heaven, and that the 
Pharisees as a necessary consequence should read 
their own fate, and be endlessly miserable ; but re- 





ination of the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
tameuts. Let human traditions and doctrines alone. 
Search for the truth. Admit t.e supposition that 
you have not yet found it; and ask wisdom to di- 
reet you of Him, ‘who giveth liberally, and up- 
braideth not!’ Instead of slandering those who may 
differ from you in sentiment, by declaring of their 
senuments, that itwould ‘be very diflicult to con- 
Vince any of their truth, excepting those who desire 
to indulge in iniguity,’ inquire, first, into the char- 
acters and conduct of those you criminate; and if 
you find they are as free from sin as those of your 
own sechachnow ledge the truth, wherever you may 
find it. Remember that a distinguished apostle of 
Chrisi, Paul, confessed himseli to be the chief of 
sinuers ; and although no courtesan in the charac 

ter, and possessing the disposition of an harlot, will 
ever be adunited inte heaven, still God is able to 
“Wash tuem with pure water, and create a clean 
heart, aud renew a right spirit within them. And 
sice Gud has declared, that * All nations whom he 
hath made shail come and worship before him, and 
glorify bis name; blame noi those who believe it; 
but rather juquire if they can be damned aceording 
tu your undersiaoding of the term, when Christ has 
declared, of taose that worship God, that * they 
must Worship hum in spirit, and in truth.’ Had you 
measured your pretensions, and proved your de- 


_ clas aions, io fine,bad you justified your pretensions 


by acorrespouding knowledge of the Seriptures,and 
ot human vature,and had you proved your declara- 
tious by other testimony than your own opinion, 
we should have acknowledged the one, and respect- 
ed the other. Under existing circumstances, how- 
ever, We take our leave with this short advice, that, 
although 


—*“ Great boats may venture more, 
Little boats should keep in shore !” 
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ist month 1, L&21 
Faseno Fitz,— 


Iwas disappointed when I discovered in No. | 
36, thy Punetilio, in which thou didst refuse to! 


publish my last communication on account of the 
omission of the title of thy publication If Lam 
in ap error in this point, | wish to be convin 
ced. My last was wrote in haste; and upon 
reading the copy thereol, to one of my intimate 
friends, he was dissatisfied with my remarks upen 
the title of your publication; said, that he consider 
ed thee justifiable in thus using the term. Now | 
think, inasmuch as thou hast promised to publish 
my communications with candour, and hath pro- 
mused the same in thy Prospectus, that thou canst 
not avoid publishing iIny communication, and by 
fair argument convince me, if Lam mistaken, aud i 
Lremam unconvinced, thou shouldest indulge me 
enough to admit my communications, provided 
they did not miscarry on accountot the title being 
omitted. 
also; and will force a copy of my last through some 


other medium WILLIAM DEAN. 
ANSWER. 


Friend Dean labours under a mistaken view of 
our arrangement. We make no ex post facto laws. 
Any manuscript found in our letter-box posterior to 
the date of our Séth Number, comes within the 
prohibition. Our motive tur publishing a particu- 
lar notice to our correspondents, is, to establish 
their precedence ; and by arranging their commu- 
nications in the order in which they are received, 
to prevent misunderstanding on the part of our 
correspondents, and save the Editor from the 
charge of favouritism, Friend Dean’s communi- 
cation, therefore, will receive attention, &c. We 
likewise, inform Friend Dean, that his omission of 
the title of this paper was supposed to be uninten- 
tional on his part; and as such, would not have 
been noticed, had he not obliged us to notice it by 
assigning a motive so hostile to principles,ywhich we 
from the heart believe to be truth. And although 
Paul declared, * Wheretore, if meat make my bro- 
ther to offend, | will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest l make my brother to offend ; we are 
persuaded, that hid Paul's brother been offended at 
his gospel, Paul would have preached it, if all the 
world had been offended! At least, this is our opi- 
nion, and if Paul would not---WE WILL!!! 

_ 


TRUTH AND ERROR. 


* God has assured mankind that there is and can 
be no salvation, but through Jesus Christ. That 
jor the sake, aod on the account, of his sacrificial 
sufferings and death he can forgive sins ; and on no 
other account will he show mercy to any soul of 
man. Ephes. i. 7.’ Reader, who after attentively 
reading this, would imagine, that the writer of it 
believed, or certainly pretended to believe, that 
there can be no salvation, but through the faith and 
obedience (works) of the creature? This writer 
was Dr. Adam Clarke. And he likewise, declared, 


* After the resurrection comes the general judgment, | 


in which God shall render unto every man accord- 
ing as his works have been.’ Put this and that to- 
gether. What do you make of them? One de- 
claration, is, that salvation and forgiveness of sia, 
shall be—nv! The language is more emphatic! 
* He (God,) can torgive sins, on account of the 
merits of Christ; and on no other account will,’ 
&e. Then, he adds,‘ God shall render unto every 
man according as his works have been.” Not ac- 
cording to the * sacrificial suilerings and death of 
Christ’ No! But on * another account, and one, 
too, as different, as is possible for human reason to 
conceive of. Itis related of the Rev. Mr. Wesley, 
the founder of the Methodist sect, by a person who 
heard him preach when he was eighty years of 
age, that Mr. Wesley speaking of sinners excusing 
themselves, said, ‘When we exhort sinners to re- 
pentance, they say, we do as well aswe can. But, 
said this venerable Arminian, J never did so well as J 
could, for ONE HALF HOUR in my life!!! 
Now, Doctor Clarke, what will become of Mr. 
Wesley, if his, and your doctrine is true, and he told 
the truth, (and we rather think he did,) what shall 


But it thou wilt remain obstinate, | will | 
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| be rendered unto him ? Doctor Clarke shall answer 
\for himself * God shall render unto every man 
‘this includes Mr. W.) according as his works have 
been.’ Mr. W. shall answer for himself. What! 
have your works been, Mr.W? Ans. * I never did | 
su well as | could for one half Aour in my life.’ 
Then Mr. W. if your and Dr. C.’s doctrine is 
truth, you will not enjoy happiness for one half 
hour throughout the wasteless ages of eternity! 
Kieader, if there is truth in the premises, there must 
be truth in the conelusions. Now we believe the 
premises are false. It not, none of the human race 
will be saved. For * He that offends in one point 
is guilty of all” Then, they are all guilty of all! 
This is preaching Universal damnation with a wit- 
uess. 

Our first quotation, however, from Dr. C, is truth. 
God can save all; and salvation is through Christ, 
and on account of his merits, Xc., and God never 
will save une soul on any other account; call it by 
Whatever name you please. 


THE SHADOW MISTAKEN FOR THE 
SUBSTANCE. 

We are of opinion, that a person well acquainted 
by experience with the customs and pious regula- 
tions of our New-England brethren, and who still 
savours of them, must read with some surprise the 
following declaration of Paul, who, it would seem, 
had never seen a * tylhing man,’ or paraded the 
streets on Sunday with a‘ long pole’ in his hand, in 
all his life! Paul said, * Let no man,therefore, judge 
you in meat, or in driuk, or in respect of an holy 
day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days ; 
which are a shadow ot things to come; but the 
body isof Christ. Col. ii 16. Qur New-England 
brethren, we fear, have mistaken the shadow for the 
substance ; and aumbers, to our knowledge, have 
been judged, not only of, but during the sabbath-day, 
and the pious justice has pocketed his part of the 
fine, the fourth commandment to the contrary not- 
withstanding | Among the pious customs prevalent 
there, is the beginning of the sabbath on Saturday 
evening. ‘The authority for this order (or rather 
disorder) of time, was derived from the declaration 
contained in Genesis i. * And the evening and the 
morning were the first day.’ They, therefore, con- 
cluded, that if the first day had an evening and 
morning, the sabbath-day must have an evening and 
morning too, and that the evening must, according 
t» course, begin the day; consequently, Saturday 
evening was declared to be Sunday morning, by 
right of primogeniture, although they reversed the 
order of nature, and as an expiation, made the Sab- 
bath evening unholy! Many, and long, have been 
the arguments entered intoby the Hopkinsians, and 
Arminians, relative to the duty of this ceunter- 
march of time; notwithstanding which, the Hop- 
kinsian persisted in his orthodoxy, and the Arminian 
in his sacrilege. Now, surprising as it may seem to 
those who are in the habit of seeing things as they 
are, still it is a fact, that the Hopkinsians never 
could be persuaded, but that the first day that ever 
was, had an evening beforehand ! 








* But Isay unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despilefully use you and per- 
secute you; that you may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven, §c. Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
Matt. v. 


Reader, these are the words of your God and 
Judge. ‘This is the (estimony, and we are instructed 
by it; that to imitate our heavenly Father, we 
must love even our enemies. Does God love his 
enemies? Yes! An inspired apostle declares, that 
*God commendeth his love towards us in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. For 
if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being reconci- 
led, we shall be saved by his life.’ Rom. v. And 
the same apostle declares, that ‘ neither life, nor 
death, nor things present, nor things to come, &c. 








shall be able to separate us from his love,’ &c. viii. 


The character of God is here explained. 
Love. God is perfect. 
reverse of this, is the character of the devil 
devil hates—is imperfect—he is mutable. 
soever hateth his brother is a murderer! He tha; 
loveth not his brother abideth in death!’ 1 Epis. 
John iii. Can that man be said to love his brotiy r 
who rejoices in his eternal misery? Lf so, that pa), 
would hate his brother, who should sympathize jy, 
his sufferings, and labour for his happiness. ‘Th. 
Saviour says, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest, &e 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light: 
How many at this day, are heavy laden by ‘ wolves 
in sheep’s clothing, who are self-righteous Phari- 
sees, who ‘make merchandise of, and lay heavy 
burdens’ upon their fellows? To such, the call o; 
Christ is peculiarly emphatic. ‘Their present task. 
masters put a yoke upon their necks, and a burden 
upon their shoulders, which no man ean bear. Nei. 
ther do they give any rest to the suuls of their poor 
deluded, deceived hearers, who so far from finding 
rest to their souls, are threatened by their soul. 
keepers, with interminable wretchedness! No 
longer, we entreat you, give ear to their slanders 
against your Father who is in heaven. For ‘the 
thief cometh not but for to sieal, and to kill, and to 
destroy! Lam come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. | 
am the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd gir- 
eth hishfe tor the Sheep.’ (He does not sound the 
loud amen to their interminable misery, aor rejuic 
in the suffering of even his enemies—but dies fo: 
them!) John x. Therefore, ‘come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are Acavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me ; 
for lam meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” Matt. xi 

Note.—Reader, have you found rest to your soul? 
If not, itis because you have not learned of Christ! 
Are you not tired of your burden? Or do you pre 
fer a heavy yoke ? 
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INSTALLATION, 


The Rev. Fxias Survir will be installed as pas 
tor over the ‘ 7'hird Universalist Socie ty’ ia this 
town, on Wednesday next. Jan. 3 

Boston U. Magazine. 


DEDICATIONS. 
The new Meeting-House belonging to the ‘ First 
Universalist Society’ in Roxbury, will be dedicated 
to the service of Almighty God, on Thursday next, 


Jan. 4. 
Ibid. 


The dedication of the Universalist Meeting- 
House in Milford, takes place on Wednesday next. 
Ibid. 
— 


QUERE. 


Paul in his Epistle to the Heb. iii. 17, 18. inter- 
rogates— But with whom was he grieved forty 
years? Was it not with them that had sinned, 
whose carcasses fell in the wilderness? And to 
whom sware he that they should not enter into bis 
rest, but to them that believed not ? If it is contend- 
ed that those who were prohibited by God from 
entering into the rest, here spoken of, will never be 
saved, we ask, How then, will you be able to admit, 
or prove, the salvation of Moses? God told Moses 
he should not enter ; and Moses ‘fell in the wilder- 
ness!’ 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Doddridge is received, and will be attended to. Like- 
wise, A. Sonth, requesting an exposition of Psalm %i. 
6. and Rev. xiv . 11. &c. 


NOTICE, 

Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectfully requested to call at No. 454 Pearl-Street, 
where a subscription is open, and where they can o!- 
tain the Numbers from the first. 





